Why Colonize Africa?

By the late 1800s, European countries had colonized nearly all of Africa.  Obtaining and keeping colonies can be difficult work, yet many European countries thought it was important. But why?
For one thing, many Europeans believed it was their religious duty to spread Christianity throughout the world.  Once colonies were established, missionaries were sent all over the continent to convert “uncivilized” Africans to Christianity. In addition to spreading their religious values, many missionaries believed it was their duty to educate the Africans.
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Another motive involved the need for natural resources.  During the Industrial Revolution, Europeans needed more and more raw materials to make things in their factories. They turned to Africa to get many of these natural resources like metal and cotton.
Europeans also needed places to sell all of the goods they were producing in their factories. To keep their workers back home employed, they needed new customers for these products.  African colonies were considered a great place to find these customers.
The last motivation had to do with reputation. European prestige often centered on how much land each country controlled. Each ruler wanted to be able to brag about the amount of territory their country owned.  They may not have actually said, “My colonies are bigger than your colonies,” but you can be sure that every European ruler knew exactly how much land their competitors ruled.
Whatever the motive, European countries spent many years dividing up and colonizing Africa. The tremendous impact of this colonization will be felt in Africa long after the Europeans leave.


Four reasons why 

Europeans want to colonize Africa are…

	Problems that prevented Europeans from colonizing Africa before the late 1800s
	New technology that overcame those problems

	Transportation: ________________ kept dying from the disease Nagana, making it difficult for Europeans to move beyond the ______________areas of Africa
	__________  ________________ allowed Europeans to easily travel up and down the ___________________ of Africa

	Tropical illnesses: ________________-borne diseases like _______________ sickened or killed many European settlers
	Daily use of __________________  _____________ helped to treat Malaria

	Military Resistance: Many African tribes had strong ______________ that could easily _______________ European invaders
	Maxim ______________ guns made it possible for small units of European soldiers to easily __________ thousands of African warriors


My colonies are this big!
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We’re going to Africa!








